
“Strive to be faithful 
to that which God has 

called you.”

St Angela Merici
Message
from the
Head Teacher

We are holding our whole school mass
today at St George’s Cathedral to celebrate
the feast of St Angela Merici. This is the
first time the school has been able to come
together to celebrate mass so it is an
extremely important occasion for us all.

We will share lots of photographs with you
in the next edition of The Weekly.

Year 11 are continuing their preparation
for the GCSE exams which are only a few
months away. Miss Johnson has organised
a number of saturday and holiday revision
and masterclass sessions and has sent a list
of these to all Year 11 parents. These are in
addition to the masterclasses running each
day after school. Year 11 girls should now
be doing substantial amounts of revision in
order to be fully prepared for the exams.

Mrs Hamilton
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2020   

Tuesday 28th January – Tuesday 4th

February 2020 – Year 8 Student Reviews

Wednesday 29th January 2020

5-7pm Year 9 Options Information Evening

Monday 3rd – Friday 7th February 2020

Trip to Lyon

Wednesday 5th February 2020

KS3 French Cinema Trip

Thursday 6th February 2020

Maths Challenge
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SUMMER GCSE 2020 EXAM 
TIMETABLE is now available on 

the school website
Pupils taking GCSE examinations this 
summer must remain available until 

Wednesday 24th June 2020 even if their 
last exam is before this date. This is part of 
the awarding bodies’ standard contingency 

planning for examinations.

Important GCSE Information
As we approach the Summer GCSE examinations pupils and parents must ensure that 
they are familiar with all the exam information on the school website. Pupils will be 
provided with a Candidate Exam Handbook before the Easter Break but in the 
meantime parents can refer to the school website for more information on the strict 
exam rules and regulations. St Ursula’s runs all internal examinations, such as the Year 
11 PPEs, in accordance with these rules. In particular pupils should have read and be 
aware of JCQ Written Exams, JCQ NEAs, JCQ Social Media and JCQ Privacy Notice.

CODING CLUB

On Tuesday 28th January 2020 we are getting
professional coders from Morgan Stanley to
deliver Coding Club. 

This will run every Tuesday after school from 3.10pm to 4.15pm with 
different professionals every week. If your daughter is interested in 
computer science or coding, make sure they give it a go!
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Chaplaincy Corner

Pope Francis has declared this Sunday to be Sunday of the
Word of God, a time specifically focused upon the celebration,
study and spreading of the Word of God. It comes at a time
when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the
Jewish people (Holocaust Memorial Day) and to pray for
Christian unity, and reminds us of our shared foundations in
faith. May we give time to read the Scriptures this week and be
open what the Lord is saying to us.

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.”  (St. Jerome)

“The Lord speaks to us through the Scriptures and in our prayer. Let
us learn to keep silence before him, as we meditate upon the Gospel."

Monday 27th January – Feast of St. Angela Merici

We hope that many of you will be able to join us at our Feast Day
Mass at 1.45pm Southwark Cathedral.
Inspired by St. Angela’s example, we pray that we will act,
believe, hope, love and serve others.
St. Angela Merici – pray for us.
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Reading improves 
academic achievement 

and mental health. 
Encouraging your daughter to read for pleasure will both bolster her academic 
achievement and her mental health. 

The Oxford Language Report (a research survey of over 1,000 teachers of both 
primary and secondary age groups about literacy across the nation) has made 
some significant findings in regards to the effect of the ‘word gap’ – a lack of 
vocabulary due to poor reading skills – on both academic achievement and 
mental health.  

In addition to the academic benefits of reading, primary and secondary school 
teachers found that:

‘Self esteem, behaviour and a child’s ability to make friends were all felt to be 
negatively affected by low levels of vocabulary. The diagram below illustrates 
the proportion of teachers surveyed who believe the word gap is impacting 
on pupils in the following ways’  (Oxford Language Report, p. 7 [OUP: 2019])

If you are interested in more of the 
report’s findings you can read the whole 
document here: 
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/ox
ed/Oxford-Language-
Report.PDF?region=uk
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The report goes on to cite that:

‘Vocabulary skills at age 13 strongly predict both Maths and English 
Literature GCSE results more strongly than  socio-economic  background’* 
*Spencer, S., Clegg, J., Stackhouse, J. and Robert Rush, R. (2017) Contribution of spoken language and socio-economic background to adolescents’ educational 
achievement at age 16 years. Cited from Oxford Language Report, p. 12, [OUP: 2019]). 

How often your daughter is reading, and in fact what she is reading can have 
more of an effect on her performance than her background.  

Miss Deegan (the School Librarian) currently has year 7 and 8 writing Reading 
Logs in Library lessons to keep track of the books they read, the genre, and 
their difficulty. She recommends that 1 out of every 3 books pupils read should 
be challenging to build their vocabulary and academic resilience. 

She has created reading lists with age recommendations and blurbs by genre 
and a KS4 reading list, these are all available on the Library’s Google Drive.  
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Wine 
Tasting 
Evening

07
FRIDAY

MARCH

Join us for a lovely evening, great wines and 
company, get the chance to chat with other 
parents and help us to raise funds for St. 
Ursula’s Convent School.

Ticket £25
Theatre of Wine

We are a registered charity and eligible for gift aid. In 

our first 3 years we have held many events including 

the popular quiz night, bingo for the girls, support for 

the production of Annie including licencing, lighting and 

scripts, a FOSTUR sponsored run by parents, girls and 

staff, raffles and our annual summer fair.  

We have raised over £19,000 so far, and have already 

paid for many items, including towards the sun shelter, 

13 iPads, benches, music equipment and various 

educational items for our girls.  

Many thanks for your future support - with your 

help we can build on this success.

What we have already 

achieved so far £19,000
Raised

13
Ipads donated

1
Sun shelter

1
Electric drum kit
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Email fosturatse10@gmail.com to 
reserve your space and pay for the ticket by 
making a payment to FOSTUR funds 
virginmoneygiving.com/charities/stursulas
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