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Dear Parents / Carers

| have spent time this week interviewing prospective candidates
for our Head Girl and Junior Leadership Team. It has been an
absolute pleasure to be involved in this and my congratulations
to all the girls who made it to the shortlist. Everyone of them
spoke eloquently and with confidence. They all expressed a
deep gratitude to the school and a strong desire to ‘give back’. It was truly serviam in
action. Mr Mandalos, the key stage 4 leader, will announce the names of the head girl
and junior leadership team soon.

We held our second ‘virtual’ open event on Tuesday morning this week and had a large
number of participants. It is not the same as having a live open morning but all
departments produced short videos about their subjects. In addition Mr Collins, who
as well as being one of our leaders in Science is our Digital Learning Co-ordinator,
produced an amazing video of the school which can be viewed by following the link
below.

https://www.stursulas.com/news/virtual-open-event/

Please do take a look — it is amazing.

We said goodbye to Mrs Durrant and Mrs Lanzon in July but today, Friday 2" October,
we were able to have a Mass

at which they were presented with a blessing from the Archbishop of Southwark, the
most Reverend John Wilson. The blessing, in the form of a certificate, was presented
by Sister Kathleen, our Provincial. | will post photographs in next weeks newsletter.
Our best wishes to them both for a long and happy retirement and a huge thank you
for everything they have done for St Ursula’s.

As | mentioned last week the weather is changing. Outdoor coats must be navy or
black with no logos or fashion symbols. Hats are not part of the uniform and therefore
are not permitted, scarves must be plain navy or black.

Can | ask that you remind your daughters that they must wear masks on public
transport. We have had a complaint from a medical professional who travelled on the
bus with a large group of St Ursula’s girls who removed their masks when they got on
the bus. This is obviously disappointing and undermining of everything we are trying
to do in school to keep our entire community safe.

My best wishes
Mrs C Hamilton
Headteacher

—
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“What matters is not great deeds, but great love. Holiness is an everyday thing.”

“Let us not grow tired of prayer: confidence works miracles.”

Thursday 1%t October was the Feast Day of St. Thérése of Lisieux. This much loved saint
and Doctor of the Church gives us a wonderful example of how to live out our faith in a
simple, unassuming and very practical way. She had absolute confidence in God which
enabled her to be courageous and determined. This week, Little Way Week, we have
been following her example by doing little things with love.

St. Thérese of Lisieux — pray for us!

CHAPLAINCY TEAM

In these socially distanced times, there has never been a greater need for a prayerful
and active Chaplaincy Team. As a result, this year there will be an increased student
chaplaincy presence with more girls leading on faith initiatives in their form and year
groups. The new Chaplaincy Teams will be announced in the coming days.

“When | have a problem | ask the saint (Thérése) not to solve it,
but to take it in her hands and help me accept it.” (Pope Francis)

—
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GCSES 2021

We are aware that
some pupils in Year 11
are anxious about their

GCSE exams during

this uncertain time.

The most up to date
information from
Ofqual, and the exam
boards, can be found
on the exams section
of the school website

Year 11 pupils will
receive their first
report on Friday 9t
October. More
information about this
report can be found in
Ms Johnson’s letter to
Year 11 parents

Week Ending
2" October2020
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GCSE Examinations - Autumn Series 2020

GCSE Examinations for a small number of our Year 11
pupils, who were due to take GCSEs in June 2020, will be
held in school from 2"4 November 2020

The GCSE timetable is available on the Exams section of the school
website. This timetable sets out the day and time of each exam.

Pupils will also be issued with the Joint Council for Qualifications
(JCQ) Information for Candidates for Written Examinations
alongside a Candidate Handbook before October half term. This
information should be studied carefully by all pupils, parents and
carers to ensure that the rules and regulations of the GCSE
examinations are fully understood.

Results from these November GCSEs will be released to pupils on
Thursday 11t February 2021. We wish our Year 11s every success

in these examinations.
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The JCQ rules include:

« Pupils must be on time for all exams

« Pupils must not take notes, mobile phones, iPods, MP3/4
players, smartwatches or wrist watches with a data storage
device into the exam room

« Pupils must not talk, try to communicate with, or disturb other
pupils in the exam room

« Any pencil cases must be completely clear and see through

« If pupils wear a wrist watch they must remove it and place it on
their desk when they arrive in the exam room

« Small, plastic water bottles must be completely clear with any
labels removed and contain water only

—

D<K admin@stursulas.com

www.stursulas.com @stursulas sch



mailto:admin@stursulas.com
http://www.stursulas.com/
https://twitter.com/stursulas_sch
https://www.stursulas.com/curriculum/exams/
https://www.stursulas.com/news/year-11-letter-how-we-are-supporting-your-daughter/
https://www.stursulas.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GCSEs-Additional-Autumn-Series-2020-1.pdf
https://www.stursulas.com/curriculum/exams/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/IFC-Written_Examinations_FINAL.pdf

)/ eek Endin
St Ursula’s Convent School a0

The Weekly «1mEe;

Qutstanding
School

Please ensure that your daughter comes to school with a face
- covering everyday. The is in line with Government and Local
Authority guidance.
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CREATIVE
WRITING

Congratulations to Jessica
who received a certificate
of participation for her
entry in the Anne Frank
creative writing award.

Story 10-12

submitted their work

/

in the Anne Frank
’ Creative Writing Awards.
2020

The Lost Daug
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The Anne Frank Tist UK The Aana Frank Trust UK

Message from the |
Safeguarding Team e

Co-sponsoeed by g 3 l‘ﬂ
The Sandhu Chartaie 0D POSSUTL'S
Foundstion and PRACTICAL TRUST
Polloe

The past several months have certainly seen us face many new and unprecedented
challenges, one of which being the increased use of many different social media
platforms. It is with no doubt I’'m sure you are all familiar with the problems such
platforms can create and the need for close monitoring and parental restrictions /
security settings.
Please see below a flyer highlighting the need for such security settings to be in
place.
Wishing you all a good week

Mrs T Higgins

Wellbeing & Safeguarding Officer

—
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At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about enline safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app available on iOS and Android which lets users
create, share, and view user created videos much in a similar manner to Facebook, Instagram
and Snapchat. It's main draw, however, is that users can record and upload bite-sizeg
looping videos of themselves lip-syncing and dancing to popular music or soundbites, often
for comedic effect, which can then bequrlher enhan:ecr:ith filters, emojis and stickers.

TikTok has been designed with the young user in mind and has a very addictive appeal. At ¥under 18, supersision
the beginning of 2019 it sk rm:lete in popularity to become the iOS store’s most quardion sequired.
duwnlnadefapp with over 33 million downloads. Estimates suggest that it now has anything
between 500 million and over 1billion monthly active users worldwide.

12+

What parents need to know about

MATURE CONTENT INAPPROPRIATE MUSIC

Onthe 105 store, TikTok s Ested auhmhsogmmm: . TikTok revolves around creating
rated as’Parental guldance recommended When ng up for the muslc videosthrough lip-syncing
app, It's possible to lle about your age withoutary form of verification. and dancing. Inevitably, some of
Aschildren scroll through their feed, most of the videos they e Rkely ‘the musk featured by users will
to funny da utines contain expliit or suggestive
Iyrics. Given the undeniably
m user base, therels a risk
idren may lookto Imitate
thi nearor
thesuggestive actlonsthey see
when ng othars ull?
videos onthe app.

TIKTOK FAME

TikTok Is very image and there Isa bl with
appearing cooland attractive. Many teenagers now attemptto go viral
and become what's known In-app as TikTok

famous: TIkTok (and Its predecessor musical ly}

has spawned its own cedebritles - sodal media

stars Loren Jacob b

slew of videos which have ep for

alcohol abuse, self-harm and sexual content, Including young teens
dress| y sexually ggestivaly. Given the del

of material uploaded to TkTok every day, it's Impossible to moderate

everything and & can be quite common to come across axplicit content
on the ‘for you' feed when logging into the platform.

ONLINE PREDATORS

As asocial network, TkTok makes it easy to connect
with other users. This Includes the ability to comment

user's videos, follow their profile
thelr t,
anyuser can comment on your child's video I their
account Is setto public. Most Interactions are harmiess
TikTok Is prone to predators
nce of younger users.

Initlal
exposure onthe app. Obviously, most budding

big
‘thing will b have
the kno k-on effect of making them goto more
and

IN-APP PURCHASES

Aside from the content, there's also the option to
purchase In-app extras called ThkTok coins’ Pricesrange
from £0.99 for 100 colns to an eye-watering £93.99 for
10,000 coins. TikTok coinsare used to purchase different
emojis to reward content creators a user finds funny
or entertaining. Inthe 105 version of theapp you can
disable the option to buy TikTok colns but this sadly

- doesn't seemtobea re In the Androld wersion.

ADDICTIVE NATURE

Soclal medla Is designed to be ad dictive and
TikTeklsno d .Itcan befunand hugaly
entertaining. However, It s also bacause of this
that It can be hard to put down. In addition to
the short, punchy nature of the looping video
format, the apps ablity to keep you guessing
what will come on mn-tmi-lh;?h
45-minute vi

enough but asan
hﬂgdh :bu',
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Assuring your child Is above the age limit to
usetheapp, make sure you also take the ime
to talk tothem about what they are seelngon
the Have adial et them to give you
thllmﬂon on k.a'gprupﬂn:ld LA
model the correct behaviour for tham. Go over

Undoubtadly, the easlest way to safeguard your
dllldunﬂk‘Péklshmianxm Is sat
‘to private. This means only those users your child

;zsrnman view, like, and follow thelr content.
ing the account to private may dash with your

Inthe digital wellbaing section there's

the ability to turn on restricted mode

using a PIN. Restricted mode filters
out contentthat ks not

== appropriateaithough it should be

_—=

they shouldn’t give out
mnmlunurld ble sand be
positive and understanding of them. Inthe
long run, getting them to think aitically about
Mn‘lthl}run goas along way to
keeping them soclal media savvy.

Understanding and learning the appﬁmﬂln
great way to getto grips TKTok. You couldthen
even use the app with your child and watdh some
videos with them. If you are the parent of a teen, even
If It does not make you popular, aclose eyeon
R
nce toturn a
with your child also. You could even unleash your
Inner performer and make videos with them while
{more importantly) keaping them safe online.

Mee{ our exper

Pate Badh isa writer with over 10+ years in research
andanalysis. Working within a specialist area for
West Yorkshire Police, Pete has contributed work
which has been pivotal in successfully winning high
profile cases in court as well as writing as a subject
matter expert for industry handbooks.

SOURCES: www.tiktok.com

www nationalonlinesafetycom  Twitter - @natonlinesafety

child’s goal of soclal media superstardom, butit
will keep their account secure from strangers. This
satting can be enabled under the privacy and
safaty menu by pressing the ellipsis in the‘'me"tab
ofthe app. To be axtra safe, there are additional
controls avallableto pugm such as who can send
comments and messages, among other options.

With the proper privacy settings in place, TIkTok canbe a
safe spacefor yourchild to express themselves. However,
Justin case something does manage to sipthrough,
make sure your child knows how to recognise and repoi
content that Isn't appropriate and get them to come to
you about what they have seen. TIkTok allows users to

rt offenders and comments withinthe app. Youcan
also block individual users by going on thelr profile.

TikTok Family Safety Modeallows parentsto Enk their own TikTok account to
‘to oversea your child'sdigital ulllhln&hr
giving you direct control over thelr safaty settings and being able
remotely turn features on and off This Indudes managing sareen
‘time, the abllity to send and recelve direct messages (and with
whomj and the abllity to restrict the appearance of content

that might not be age appropriate.

‘theirchild’s. It's a great way

w7

noted thatthis lsn't always 100% foal
proof. When ﬂblhﬂ restricted
mode, parents should still bevigilant
towhat their childIs watching and
take notathatthe al

mioderating content Is not Infallible.

As entertaining asTikTokls, you can help your child
moderate thelr ime onthe app by making useof
hdldl::ﬂnlhlng uﬁbn.l.:rd;ﬁhﬁl time
man ] ucan imit the
:I#tm:lmgh:ppln I',r
ranging from 40 to 120 minutes. You can also lock
this preference behind a PIN number which hasto
be Inputted in order to then exceed thedally time
limit. This way your child can get their daily dose of
memes without wasting away the day.

q.
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Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @ NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.02.2020
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SOS - Do you have a unused laptop
you could donate to the school?

With our current COVID-19 restrictions in place, the
majority of our bookable computer rooms are now
being used as Year 8 classrooms. This means that
other year groups cannot use this space as bubbles
are unable to mix.

In addition, we know that we have a number of students
in our community who do not have access to computers

at home. Should these students need to self-isolate, they
would hugely benefit from access to a laptop to use at home.

If you (or your workplace) do have any laptops that you could donate to the school, we would
be incredibly grateful. The laptop would need to have a charger and, idealfore you donate it.

If you do have a laptop you could donate, but do not know how to return it to factory settings,
please don’t let this be a barrier to donation. Please contact to the school and we will see if
we can support.

If you think you or your workplace can help, please contact admin@stursulas.com

—
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