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Dear all,
We have had a really positive start to the new half term. It is a
focused one as all our students are undergoing key assessments
and our year 11s are currently in the throes of their PPEs.
Looking ahead to the end of this term, we will be having our
KS3 and Year 10 examination week (w/c 6th December). This is
such an important part of the term because it will pinpoint
where students are in terms of progress made and it will also
inform teachers and students of any areas that require further
attention in lessons next term and beyond.
In order to prepare for this I would like to urge you to ensure
good study habits are in place at home. This includes something
of a structure (study timetable) and a focus on healthy eating,
keeping well hydrated and resting well. We will support by
preparing students in lessons and through homework activities.

As a Voluntary Aided School, the Governors of St
Ursula’s have responsibility for the running of the
School, appointment of staff and the upholding
of its Catholic atmosphere and influence. This
has a number of advantages, including allowing
us freedom to set the moral, ethical and religious
tone of the school.
However, it also means that elements of the
school’s finances are not met by government
funds. To make up the shortfall we ask parents /
carers to make an annual contribution of £25 to
the Governor’s fund. This money provides
essential financial support so we can continue to
ensure our students have the best possible
chance to succeed.

Here are some key dates for you to be aware of:
●

●

●

Monday 8th November: we will share a loom with
families so that you know how to support this
preparation at home.
Monday 15th November: we will ensure that all
revision lists and materials are available to all students
on Google Classroom.
Monday 29th November: we will publish all
examination timetables and expectations for students.

In the lead up to the examinations, lessons will focus on
preparing our students thoroughly (subject content and lessons
on ‘how to’ revise).
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We appreciate that things are very difficult at the
moment, but the current challenges have had a
big impact on our school. So we ask, if possible,
you pay into the Governor’s fund this month.
This is a voluntary contribution and we thank
everyone who has already paid, but if you have
yet to donate, and it will not cause you financial
hardship to do so, please make your payment via
Parent Pay.
Thank you, and best wishes,
Ms Kathleen M Faherty
Headteacher
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COP26: CAFOD supporters join millions worldwide to demand action
Hundreds of CAFOD supporters have joined millions of people around the world to demand negotiators at
COP26 take the action needed to tackle the climate crisis.
CAFOD supporters joined marches taking place on 6 November in London, Glasgow, Cardiff and other
places around the UK to call for governments at the COP to agree steps to keep temperature rises below
1.5C, support countries on the frontline of the crisis and consign fossil fuels to history.
The marches in the UK were held alongside dozens of other demonstrations in countries such as Brazil, the
US, Kenya, Turkey and Australia as part of a 'Global Day of Action'.
Pope Francis has declared there is “no time to waste” to prevent the climate crisis devastating the lives of
“countless people” in vulnerable communities worldwide.
The Holy Father warned in a message to the COP26 climate summit that “too many of our brothers and
sisters are suffering” and that leaders had to “acknowledge how far we remain from achieving the goals set
for tackling climate change”.
Sign the Holy Fathers petition : https://thecatholicpetition.org/?source=reg-commsoct-blogen
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Prayer for the COP26 climate summit
Loving God,
We praise your name with all you have created.
You are present in the whole universe,
and in the smallest of creatures.
We acknowledge the responsibilities you have placed upon us
as stewards of your creation.
May the Holy Spirit inspire all political leaders at COP26 as they
seek to embrace the changes needed to foster a more sustainable society.
Instil in them the courage and gentleness to implement fairer solutions
for the poorest and most vulnerable,
and commit their nations to the care of Our Common Home.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ your Son.
Amen
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Gospel reading - Sunday 14th November
Mark 13: 24-32
Jesus said to his disciples: “In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory, and then he will
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the
sky. “Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that
summer is near. In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.
Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

Reﬂection
Heaven as it is now and Earth as it is now will pass away. The Gospels and the Book of Revelation speak to this truth.
As we draw close to the end of this liturgical year, we are reminded of this fact.
We are reminded that Jesus will return in splendour and glory and will make all things new. The world as we know it
will be made anew and Heaven will be joined to this new Earth and all will be one. Jesus will reign in this new world
as the glorious King of all.
One thing this tells us is that we should not become overly attached to the things of this passing world. Earthly wealth
and possessions may offer a temporary satisfaction to our lives, but never a permanent satisfaction. In time, the
things of this world will all disappear. So, if we work to build up only earthly wealth and possessions, we should know
that all those things will eventually pass away and we would be left with nothing.
So what is it that is eternal? Jesus says that His “words will not pass away.” Namely, all that is true and revealed by
God as true is eternal and worth holding on to. This reveals to us that Jesus’ words are the true riches that we must
seek.
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